CCI Sciences Subcommittee
10/14/2008

Draft

Present: Harder, Breitenberger, Mumy, Soundarajan, Bitters, Lee
1. Discussion of search for the chair and committee workload. Lack of reward for serving and doing curricular work makes it an overburden on faculty. Should have some tangible rewards, such as cash to buy out faculty time, to encourage greater involvement on the committee.
2. Philo 151

a. Excludes students with credits for 150

b. Although there is a general sense in the Committee that the course meets the requirements of the GEC category, more specific information is needed about how 151 does this: an applied version of a general course does not necessarily cover some crucial components of the general course.

i. Provide a two-column comparison showing how and where 151 and 150 cover basically the same components of inductive/deductive reasoning.
ii. How do 151 and 150 provide similar coverage of normative argumentation?
c. Is the course close enough to 150 to be decimalized?

d. terminologies are not daily used terms
e. pre-req: 150 has math pre-req, should this have the same pre-req

f. good assessment plan
Sent back.

3. ENR 203
a. Syllabus appears to be incomplete. needs a topical schedule in the syllabus
b. it meets the category objectives
c. Assessment plan: how will the TA meetings be reported? Need to have some documentation of findings from both direct and indirect measures. Should address the learning objectives of the GEC categories. (use Philo 151’s assessment as an example)
Sent back.
4. Econ 508

a. Diversity- international, non-Western fits well. Meets the category objectives.
b. Assessment plan: in addition to the survey, add on p.7: “and a narrative description of the final examinations question results” to complete the documentation for the course.
Approved with contingency of b.
5. Animal Sciences 200

a. GEC bio science course
b. The course is narrowly constructed and does not talk about the environment as part of the ecological system. Seems too specific and does not meet Learning Objective 1 (the basic facts, principles, theories) for the category. Recommend to provide a broader perspective of the basic principles and ecological system.
c. Narrowly constructed courses can be GEC courses, if it is a sequence of another 100 course, such as Animal Sci 310 has a pre-req of Bio 100.

d. Bio Sci GEC courses should always cover: the basic facts, principles, theories -- would cover evolution, ecology, more diversity in the organismal biology. AS 200 can potentially respond to this in the following ways:
(1) Provide the additional required content in a revised syllabus.
(2) Explain how the content of the current course syllabus does indeed meet the requirements and try to make the case.
(3) Add another foundation course, Bio 101, as pre-req.
Sent back.

